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GIBBS SAYS FRENCH
WANT NO MORE WAR
DESPITE JINGO TALK

3Iilitaristic Tress and PoliticiansSeen as Froth
on Wave.

BEVEXOE IDEA IS DYING

Many Distrust Britain,
TMi in L-111 (> Vim Will <iil»»
.A II 111 UlII^ > IIV Hi k'iHV

With Germany.
jREALlSTIC VIEWS HELD

Writer Fears French-German
Hatred, if Not Curbed. May

Cause New War.

II; 91H PHIMP GIBHS.

PperMl Cable to The New York Hkkai.d.
Copi/ripht, 1911, bp Tub New Yo*k Herald.

»w York ilrrnld llumiu, I
Parts, Junr 4. (

It is one of the fictions of life that
the Government of a country is alwaysrepresented by newspaper men

and politicians, as though it were
the country itself, and, worse still,
half a dozen or a dozen leading
articles in prominent journals are

quoted all over the world as the
voice of the people. France, we say.
Is militaristic. Then all the sound
ana iury 01 rrencn journalism is

taken at its face value, as though the
French people themselves were

ready to break with England because
of indiscreet or vexatious words
spoken by Mr. Lloyd George. All
that is very misleading, as I have
found once again after a few days
in France.

It is my habit of mind to get as
far as possible below the surface of
these abstractions of politics and
policy to the real mind of the man
in the street or the woman in the
home. Using that method in France
just now results in conclusions very
different from those given out to the
world by many political writers.

I find, for Instance, that the averageFrenchman I meet is by no
means bellicose. On the contrary.
Ms one desperate desire Is for assuredpeace, and so far he has not
this assurance In his soul. Also he
Is revolting In mind from a'll the fancifulpromises and the sentimental
eloquence of political orators, and is
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demanding what he calls a policy of
realism.

Peace Treaty Drenuia Fade.

I find that he is profoundly disillusionedwith the authors of the
peace treaty and their successors. It
was dinned into his ears that after
the victory France would be safeguardedforever against a renewal
ev# » U MAanna ntwl 1 ri
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paid back for the costs of the war.

Neither of these things has hap-
pened.
The League of Nations, which was

to be the guarantee of world peace,
aroused his scepticism and irony.'
Now, wltli America's refusal to join
it, he shrugs hla shoulders and says,
"Didn't I say so!" His real hope
was in a close alliance with America
and England, who would guarantee
France against future attack, but
that has failed htm also.
As far as repayment of the damage

of the war, he knows now that even

if Germany pays according to her
present pledges, France will still be
burdened by enormous debts, and
meanwhile her devastated districts,
still close to Paris as an open, un-

healed wound.the Red Zone, they
call It.are a constant reminder that;
reconstruction is hardly begun.
After two years of unpractical and

unreal hope the average Frenchman
is now facing reality, and that is!
moderating his views in many ways.,
"England and America are trading

with Germany," he says. "They are

realists. We are fools if we refuse to
buy what they can sell cheap to us."
After the armistice, for instance,

Franco was in desperate need of
paper for school books. The price of
paper had soared to fantastic heights.
Germany offered a big supply of it
at the same rate as in 1913. When
the French Minister was approached
he grew red in the face, pttered
strange noises in his throat and condemnedthe idea of buying paper
from ftArmn.nv aa tronaon to t h a rion H

It was England that bought this
paper, and later France bought it
from England at a much increased
price.

Calls It Cnrae of Franace.

"That," said the Frenchman who
told me this story, "Is typical of
government by passion. It has been
our curse."

It is the same sentiment which for
two years refused the German offer:
to restore the devastated districts
by German labor and erect houses
for the homeless population.
"What," cried the voice of passion,

"will they take our work from us?"
French politicians trembled with

indignation at the idea. But the
Mayors and the inhabitants of Verdunand other places of ruin have
lately brought reason and reality
into play, and the French Govern-
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ment has yielded to their pressure.
"We want houses, not promises,"

said one of these inhabitants from
the Red Zone. "We want wood and
stone, not sentiment and oratory.
The Hermans offer us 25,000 well
built wooden houses, and if they are

refused, M. Briand, our homeless
families will no longer be patient!
with the politieiuns."
The French Prime Minister, who

is himself a realist, although he has
to be careful in realism, has accepted
the proposal, subject to amendment
in detail.

It Is in view of the new attitude of
mind in getting away from passion
to reality that the French labor
party, once most violent against the
use of German labor for reconstruct
tion In France, has withdrawn its
opposition. I was talking yesterday
with the leader of French labor, M.
Leon Blum, in the Chamber of Deputies,where he has united two groups
of moderate Socialists. His views
coincide very much with all moderate
opinion in France, which is stronger
than it appears from the French
press.

Blum Criticises Brtand.
"M. Briand, it is said, when he indulgesin passionate oratory to please

the chauvinists, braves public opinion
and does not represent it," he said.
"If you speak to the small clerk or to
thA AAOU1,,* ' 1 " -1 - ' *v.»«j juu nin nut mm mai

either of them desires occupation of
the Ruhr for vengeance's sake or
wishes French troops to Intervene in
Upper Silesia. The French working
people want their young men on their
farms.not in the occupied territories.
They have no love for Germany, and
they demand Just payment, but they
want a pact of peace with the German
democracy. They hope that if Ger-
many shows an honest effort to pa,,
the indemnities and to establish a real
republican policy, destructive of
junker reaction, there is no reason
why peace should not prevail in
Europe."
M. Blum's own opinion is that passionis gradually dying out and that

more moderate, reasonable and realisticviews are at work.
"I see the first glimmer of light

ahead," he said. "I believe that he-
rore trie year has passed Germany will
be admitted to the League of Nations
and will cooperate In the reconstructionof Europe. I believe the mass of
people in all countries will demobilize
and get to work to revive trade In a

good, progressive spirit. They are sick
and tired of all this political passion.
What they want Is a decrease In the
cost of living and relief from crushingt/xes."

It [ probable that M. Blum is rather
too oi dmistic in this belief, but I have
no Bodbt that many French people,
especially of the working classes, are
beginning to reason In the way he indicates.On the othe^ hand, they are
still very susceptible to passionate
oratory and to pride in their military
genius.

It is significant that young men
called to the colors In the 1919 class
for occupation of the Ruhr Valley
were very bellicose and thoroughly
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disappointed that it did not happen.
A sudden wave of passion passed over
Franco from which they are now
sobering down.

I find among some people I meet a
sense of gloom about the future of
France, chiefly due to the thought
that they may be esttangeil from
Hngland, which they believe is drawingcloser to Germany and arranging
commercial agreements with their old
enemy. That belief hurts them horriblyand makes tbem distrustful and
suspicious of England. They lean
more upon their Polish alllarce as'
their best safeguard against the time
when Germany may want a war of
revenge, and yet many Frenchmen
admit privately that Poland is not a

strong or stable ally.
Meanwhile they see their population

decreasing, while Oermanv's birth rate
is high, and they know their national
debt cannot be repaid for man.* generations.

I am bound to say tnat t see no

great hope for France in the future
unless there is a complete change of
International philosophy in Europe by
the closing up of tho democracies in
all countries. A continued policy of
hatred between Germany and France
would inevitably lead to a new conflictIn a generation or two. or much
loss than that, and another victory
like the last would destroy Prance.
Given peace, however, and a gradualrepayment of the war costs,

France will prosper. Even now her
Industrial recovery Is remarkable. Althoughher national debt Is enormous
.namely, three hundred milliards of
francs.the Individual man and
woman are doing well. The French
peasants are almost rich Many small
farmers have made little fortunes.
The costs of living are high, tut the

wages of labor are high also, and there
is no poverty visible. Everywhere In
France arc numbers of small capitalistsowning their own shops, factories,
lelds and businesses, so that the wealth
!« not concentrated in n few hands hut
is widely distributed. That is a cure

against revolution and is a source of
national strength.
The- curse of France, according to

one distinguished Frenchman I hav»
met, is summed up in their word
ptinai. uc. iimi is imruly 10 w i rmis- i

lated. Literally It means n "plume," I
but It synchronizes love of glory, furl
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of flag and beat of drum. What dominatestheir thoughts is, first, the economicfuture of France.how to wipe
out that monstrous debt.and national
security against a German war of revenge.England seems to them abominablypro-German. Nothing will get
it out of their heads that Mr. l.loyd
George is in the hands of international
financiers who are playing thp Ger.
man game. They do not realize or be-
lleve that the English policy Is gov-
erned by the same motive as their
own. namely, peace, but that whereas
they believe no peace is possiblo
should Germany regain her strength
the British believe no peace is possible
unless Germany has hope of prof-
perlty and fair dealing after th"1 pav-
ment of her pledges, and that Is the
wide ditrerence or policy rnar win ue

difficult to bridge.
Point* Ont Ills l>n nicer.

I am inclined to lliiuk that It will
grow wld-rT without such a bridge unlessmoderate opinion in both countriesrises alwve the reactionaries and
the agitators and reaffirms th i ententecordiale on the open basis of self
Interest as well as Bontimcnt. It Is
absolutely necessary for present art!
future friendship between England
and France that Mr. Lloyd George's
reference to new friends and old
friends, hinting plainly at German
friendship and French isolation, .should
be wiped out by generous and gverwhelmingproof of affection and loyaltyby the British people. Otherwise
France might he confirmed It. the
worst suspicions of her Journalists
and take steps accordingly to act
alone while she has tlie power.
That would not be good for England

or for the peace of Europe. It would
not be good for France, either. But
her motto now Is safety first whateverhappens afterward, and without
TOngland her Immediate safety might
he to take what she can get while the
chance is hers.

ne situation is aiincnu una n/mporous,but I believe England will
prove her friendship to Franco and
prevent a break, which would be
tragic to both peoples and the hipei
of a European settlement. For by reasonsof geography and arithmetic, to
say nothing of honor and sentiment,
France and Oroat Britain must s*an<5
together or fall separately.
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ENGINEERS OPENING :

MT. EVEREST TRAIL
Three Parties Now WorkingWayThrough Maze to Base

of Highest Peak.

SEEK ROUTE TO THE TOP1

British Expedition Will Try to
Scale Mountain in Himalayas

This Summer.

Darjeei.ing, Bengal, Juno 4..Some-
where In tho tanrrled mure of the south-
ern Himalayan Mountains three parties
1' Ui-Ul.l. An.ln.a.u (I .11 U iM'Htlir flx.lr

wny through unexplored gorges find
passes toward the base of Mount
Everest. They are biasing the way for
the expedition that will later this summerattempt to scale the granite walls
of Everest and conquer the highest
mountain peak on the globe.
The first party to leave here was commandedby Major Morahead. which proceededup the Teesta Valley and over

what Is known as the Knngrlla route,
The other two units, commanded by Col.
Bury, Intend to meet the Morahead party
at Khamba Jong, and then the combined
expedition will strike westward toward
the village of Tengrl Jong, which Is
about thirty miles north of the Everest
group.
A permanent base will be selected

««'«» V"»v H"W. »' " " «' »" "

the party which will try to reach the
summit of the dominating peak of the
range.

Before the actual work of scaling the
stupendous slopes of Everest can begin,
however, engineers must carefully sur-
vey all approaches to the mountain and
try to find the most practicable route tb
the top. This reconnaissance work Is
the chief task assigned the men now
working their way into the heart of themountains. '
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